The long-established reputation of the mineral waters 
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To these constituents he adds fifteen grains of oxide of iron, with which he believed the sulphuric acid to be supersaturated, since this quantity of oxide was precipitated on exposing the water to the air. He mentions that the water of this Spa was then sent to all parts of Britain, and even on analysis, to be sulphur and sesquioxide of iron (red oxide). In the exposed part of the channel, through which the water flows from the upper apertures towards the pipes which supply the public baths, opalescent filaments of sulphur exist in abundance, and also a considerable quantity of a black deposit. This black substance, on examination, proved to be the pure protosulphuret of iron. When heated with hydrochloric acid, it gave off sulphuretted hydrogen gas in abundance. The acid solution obtained in this experiment, contained iron wholly in the state of protoxide. This was ascertained by its yielding an abundant blue precipitate, with red prussiate of potash, but none with the yellow prussiate of potash. The protosulphuret of iron is formed by the combination of the sulphur (of the sulphur compounds in the water) with iron which issues in a soluble form from several small fissures in the exposed rock; the protosulphuret of iron so formed, being preserved from the action of the oxygen of the air, by the well-water which flows over it. The whitish deposit formerly alluded to, is, as originally formed, the same substance, viz., protosulphuret of iron, but, by being freely exposed in this form to the air, it suffers decomposition ; its iron becoming peroxidized, and its sulphur set free. In the iron conveyance-pipes formerly referred to, this formation of protosulphuret of iron also takes place, and constitutes the black matter which is found accumulating in all parts of the piping. As this sulphuret is completely insoluble in water, it is of no medicinal use in the bath, and being produced at the expense of much of the all-important sulphur constituent, its present production is the ground of the recommendation formerly given for the replacement of the iron by gutta-percha pipes.
As to the smell and taste of the water, various opinions exist. 
